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The Rhode Island Art Education Association


 Start with Art. Learn for Life.








YAM 2007





March 2007 had been a stellar year for Youth Art Month.  We documented 217 public and private schools that participated in YAM.  We also acquired 23 superintendent endorsements (63.8%), a 21% increase from last year.  22 YAM shows had been documented as of July, 2007.


Good work to everyone involved!!
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“Pyramids, cathedrals and rockets exist not because of geometry, theories of structures or thermodynamics, but because they were first a picture — literally a vision — in the minds of those who built them.”


Eugene Ferguson,


Historian
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Rhode Island


Youth Art Month





Informational Brochure








“Science will...produce the data..., but never the full meaning. For perceiving real significance, we shall need...most of all the brains of poets, [and] also those of artists, musicians, philosophers, historians, writers in general.”


 Lewis Thomas, Scientist











How Does RI Celebrate YAM?





The Rhode Island Art Education Association organizes YAM in RI.  Fidelity Investments of Smithfield is the corporate sponsor.  Fidelity truly understands the importance of quality art education within the schools, and continues to host an exhibit and reception in the corporate offices of Smithfield and the Providence Investor Center.  Local businesses and libraries will also make it possible for RIAEA YAM exhibits to be held throughout RI. From Barrington to Westerly, dedicated art educators will display students’ artworks.  They will make their students’ accomplishments visible and show that students are learning skills that will last them a lifetime. 


	Students, parents, educators, community members, business leaders, superintendents, and government officials throughout Rhode Island make a strong commitment to keeping the arts in a prominent place in Rhode Island school curricula.  They recognize that the arts are one of the core academic subjects. They made students’ accomplishments visible and show the students ideas and skills that will last them a lifetime.  In Rhode Island the arts are recognized as a basic part of the education of all children.




















Art Advocacy!





The purposes of Youth Art Month are:


To direct attention to the value of art education which develops divergent and critical thinking, multicultural awareness, technical, communication, and expressive skills.


To increase community, business and governmental support for art education.


To recognize art is a necessity for the full development of better quality of life for all people.  


To expand art programs in schools and stimulate new ones. 	


To increase community understanding and interest in art and art education through involvement in art exhibits, workshops, and other creative ventures.


To provide additional opportunities for individuals of all ages to participate in creative learning.


To encourage commitment to the arts by students, community organizations, and individuals everywhere.


To recognize art education as a viable component in the total education curricula that develops citizens of a global society.


To reflect and demonstrate the goals of the National Art Education Association that work toward the improvement of art education at all age levels.
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YAM 2008 Sponsor





What Is Youth Art Month?





In 1961, the Art & Creative Materials Institute, Inc., (a nonprofit association of art and craft material manufacturers) founded Youth Art Month as an art education advocacy program.  The goal would be promoting the value of art and quality art education in school systems across America.  Each year during the month of March, special events are held at the local, state and national levels throughout the U.S. to increase understanding and recognition of the importance of art and art education to our children and our future.


The Youth Art Month national theme is “Start with Art. Learn for Life.” It expresses art’s importance, celebrates the rich gifts of our diversity, and acknowledges the varied forms of artistic expression.  YAM provides a forum for acknowledging skills that are not possible in other subject areas.  Art education develops self-esteem and self-expression as well as appreciation for the work of others.  It also develops critical thinking skills that are important as children continue their education and as they enter the working world.  Our fast changing environment will require that our future leaders – our children – be creative and imaginative in problem solving.  Students involved in the arts learn these skills!�	During the month of March, the observance spotlights art education through proclamations, endorsements and local exhibits.  











